Building Blocks Toy Store

B Automoblox Mind cars. Manfatian Toy

B Thomas Wooden Railway. Learning Curve

B Kids Om Stage. Universify Gromes

B Rush Houor, ThinkFun

B Sticky Mosaics Jewelry Box. The Ovh Faclory
B Create Your Own Pop-Up Books, Creativity For Kids
B Puzzles. Ravenshicrger and Melissa & Doug
B Sleep Sheep. Clined B

B Doinkit Darts. Murky Sparky

B Japanese erasers. BC 054

Automaoblox Mini C9-R

“We're a high-quality alternative {o Toys R
Us and Target," said Andrew Wade of Chicago's
Building Blocks Toy Stove, a specialty toy relailer
with loeations in the city’s Lakeview and Wicker
Park neighborfoods.

The stores' selection, Wade, the manager af the
Lakeview shop, fold Prayrmimves, is “a hodgepodae of
educiational toys,” but its best known for Thomas
trains. "Everyone in the city comes (o us because
il angy thme we have everything they offer,” Wade
said, “We also have the lorgest selection of Brader
in the orea,” The Lakeriew store, Wade ndded, is
aiso well knmoen for its Ywall of games.”

upfront: what’s selling

Windy Gity Winners

and Elmhurst, I1L
My Favorite Toy Store!!

B Japanese erasers, BC ['54

B Gogo's Crazybones, iTiys

B Snap Caps. M3 Girl Designs

B Magna-Tiles, Wallech

B Uglydoll and Lubbies plush. Pretty Uply and Rocket [5A
B Sticky Mosaics. The Ol Facfory

B Construction toys, Weeimus manefacturers

B Perplexus. MlaSmart

W Sophie the Giraffe, Vi

B Bananagrams. Senanagrams

Downers (i1

“We started small bul wanted to have a wide
variely of products for all ages,” said Emily
Bieritz, buyer, for the two May Favorite Toy Store!!
Shops in Chicago's northwest subuorbs, “We say we
carry the newest, coolest and best toys for any age.”
So far, 2000'% been “really good. We were up aboul
30 pereent in Janwary compared (o last year—al-
though last Janwary was hovrilde so il wasnt a
Jeavd month to beat," Bievitz told Prayramwes in late
Februarvy. The post-holiday success for the two-
stove operation followed a “phenomenal” Christmas
season, one in which the retailer “really tried (o
brivg in wew and different product for the hol-
tdays. . stuff that was wrigue and hal our cus-
tomers hadnt seen before." January's subsequerd
siafes fump was attributed to a move aggressioe af-
Jort to resfock the storves than lad been done tra-
ditionally. Also drawing winter braffic were pro-
maotions like “Super Saturdays,” during which
Kids can gather to trade theiv Cazybones with cach
ofher as well as from the store'’s colleetion.
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A The Cat In The Hat - | Can Do That! Game

Cat & Mouse Game Store

W The Seitlers of Catan. Mayfair Games

B Dominion. Bio Grande Ganes

B Fits. Ravensturper

B Bananagrams, Bamangroms

B Carcassonne. fio Gronde Ganes

B Dungeon Lord. &-Man Games

B Gobblet Gobblers. Blue Orange Games

B Go Away Monster! (Famewright

B The Suitcase Detectives, Haba

B The Cat In The Hat — | Can Do That Game,
I Can I That! Games

“We're primarily a game storve,” Cat &
Mouse Game Stove owner Linda Schmidi told
Praymives in late February, “Plus we carry o few
toys—impulse toys or things like stacking toys for
young kids—and lols of jigsaw puzzles and bmin
teasers,” The year-and-a-halfl year old shop, which
Sehmidt said was inspived by “the need for a ca-
reer change,” was launcled by people who “re-
ally, veally ke board games and puzzles” just as
the bottom of the economy foll out in September of
2008, “Things have been going well, despite owr
horrible timing,” Schmidt satd, The store’s selee-
tion is a mix of adult stvaleqy games alongside
eleifdven’s, family and party gomes,

A “Wig vole” in the store’s success, Schmnid! said,
are efforts that get customers throwgh the door, like
a “huge” demo goarmee collection and fowrnaments.



